Second Trail Work Day Completed
By Larry Gomes, Trail Master
Milan Trail Huggers
May 8, 2021
Four volunteers came for our second trail work day of the season on the Bell Hill Connector
Trail. A new volunteer name Tim Ceratto joined veteran volunteers Steve Kellet, John Ryan and
Larry Gomes to complete the side hill cutting work.
So far, there have been 5 trail work days spent on cutting a 50’-wide swath along a steep side
hill in order to make way for a new trail to a bridge that will be built at the bottom of the hill.
Cutting trees on steep slopes like this is hard work and then dragging the brush downhill to be
thrown into the woods is also difficult.
But finally the job is done and we can move to the next phase of the project which is preparing
the area across a small bog where a new boardwalk bridge will be built. The pathway where
the bridge is going must be cleared of trees and shrubs that are cut down even with the ground.
All of the brush will be removed from the bog and put into the woods near the bridge approach
ramps.
We hope to get this done sometime in the next couple of weeks so stay tuned for our next trail
work day.
Our sincere thanks go out to these four volunteers for their help on Saturday and “welcome
aboard” to Tim. Here are some pictures taken during our trail work day:

When the crew arrived, there was a lot of left over brush and trees from the prior work day
so the first order of business was cleaning this up.

The small tree with two flags marks the starting point for the new bridge. The trees and
brush in the path of the bridge must be cut down to ground level.

This picture shows the side hill after cutting was completed. It was taken looking uphill from
a turn-around area near the starting point for the new bridge. The trees on the ground in the
middle of the photo are very large and heavy so the crew cut them in 8’ lengths so they can
be moved by the excavator.

