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For our third trail work day of the season, we had two groups of volunteers working on two
different projects on the Head Pond Connector Trail.
Group 1 consisted of Leo Couture, Andy Thibodeau and they were focused on bringing the
remnants of the old 16’ bridge to the recycling center in Berlin. Leo donated the use of his
tractor with grapple forks and his dump trailer and Andy donated the use of his heavy duty
pickup. Without this equipment, it would have taken days of work to cut the bridge up into
small pieces for hand loading. Instead the old bridge was disposed of in just a few hours.
Group 2 included John Ryan, Steve Kellet, the Adario family (Steve, Lauren, Alyssa and
Anthony), Chris and Donna McAuliffe and Larry Gomes. This group was tasked with building a
safety deck between the two bridge mats that were put over the 33’ bridge. Since the 33’
bridge does not have enough capacity for dump trucks, these mats will help to transfer the load
to the ends of the bridge.
When Group 2 arrived, they realized the mats were just a little too close together so they used
a bottle jack to spread the mats apart. Then they were able to install the safety deck supports
that had been pre-assembled for the job. Once all of the supports were in place, they installed
2” x 10” PT decking over the supports to fill the gap between the two mats.
Our sincere thanks go out to both of these crews for all of their hard work. Here are some
pictures from Saturday:

Leo uses the grapple bars on his tractor to rip apart the old bridge.

A pile of 12” x 12” beams are ready to be loaded on the trailer. Each of these beams weighs
several hundred pounds and luckily we did not have to cut them up or lift them by hand!

The trailer is loaded and ready to go to the recycle center. Once at the recycle center, the
trailer has an electric motor to raise the bed of the trailer and dump the load.

The crew inserts the pre-built supports for the center safety deck between the bridge mats.

Chris McAuliffe uses a screw gun to fasten the safety deck supports.

Larry Gomes picks up some of the blocks that were used to jack the two bridge mats apart so
the center safety deck frames would fit in between them.

With the center safety deck installed, the crew picks up and gets ready to head out.

The crew poses on the bridge with the temporary bridge mats and center safety deck
installed. The bridge mats help to transfer weight to the outer edges of the bridge so it can
take higher loads. From left to right, Donna McAuliffe, Alyssa Adario, Anthony Adario, Steve
Kellet, Steve Adario, John Ryan, Chris McAuliffe and Larry Gomes. Not seen in the picture is
Lauren Adario who is taking the picture.

